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Snowpack has 7th most water content in history, reservoirs full   
 

For 93 winters, Nevada Irrigation District (NID) surveyors 
have trekked up to the high country to take snowpack 
measurements. This year has not disappointed.  
     Overall, the average water content for the five highest 
elevation District snow courses is the seventh highest on 
record at 55.3 inches, 165 percent of average for the year. 
Reservoir storage also is good with 215,823 acre-feet of 
water and at 86 percent of capacity.  
     NID depends on Sierra snowpack for its water source; 
the snow that falls high up in the mountains today will be 
the water that nourishes local farm fields and provides 
drinking water during the summer. 
     “The snow survey results, although not record 
breaking, are impressive,” said Sue Sindt, NID’s Water 
Resources Superintendent. “Currently all lower elevation 
reservoirs are full, and with the amount of runoff 

expected from the snowpack the higher elevation 
reservoirs should all fill and stay near full into June.” 

     The District conducts three official snow surveys each year in February, March and April. On average, the 5,650-foot 
elevation reservoir receives 69.2 inches of snow and rain each year. As a member of the California Cooperative Snow 
Survey, NID provides snow survey results to the state to determine water availability locally and statewide.  
 

NID earns ASCE’s “Small Project 
of the Year” award 
 
The Sacramento American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 
has named NID’s Combie Reservoir Sediment and Mercury 
Removal Project its 2018 Small Project of the Year. 
The purpose of the Project is to remove elemental mercury 
from the accumulated sediment and to restore reservoir 
capacity for drinking water use and recreational opportunities 
in Combie Reservoir. 
     “This is a tremendous accomplishment for the project 
team, your organization, and all project proponents,” noted 
ASCE President Michael Konieczki.  
     About 40,000 cubic yards of sediment were removed from 
the dry Combie Reservoir lakebed last fall. The next phase – 
from April through August of this year – will use a suction dredge to remove sediment in wet conditions, followed by 
centrifuge technology to remove elemental mercury. 
     Findings from this project will help state regulators and water managers address mercury in the aquatic food chain at 
locations around the Sierra. Learn more about the project here. 
 
 

 

A Newsletter for the Customers of the Nevada Irrigation District (NID) 

Bowman Lake (5,650 ft) recorded 64 inches of snow, 158% of average (April).  
 

Nevada Irrigation District    1036 W. Main Street    Grass Valley    
  

About 40,000 cubic yards of sediment were removed from the 
Combie Reservoir last fall.  
 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Flood-Management/Flood-Data/Snow-Surveys
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Flood-Management/Flood-Data/Snow-Surveys
https://nidwater.com/conservation/mercury-removal-project/


                                                                                                                       
 

 NID earns award for Excellence in Financial Reporting 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

NID’s finance team: (seated left to right) Greg Jones, Debbie Martin, 
Nancy Alstrand, and (standing from left) Miranda Guidera, Desiree 
Ince, Cheryl Harris, JR Lewis and Marvin Davis.  
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Efforts to improve financial efficiency pay off 
 
NID employees have made been working to reduce costs and improve efficiency in their everyday work duties. These 
efforts literally have paid off with more than $3.2 million in cost savings and additional revenues in 2018 and more than 
$20 million during the past five years.  
 

For the third consecutive year, the NID finance team 
has been recognized for outstanding work, receiving 
the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting. 
     This is the highest honor given by the 
Government Finance Officers Association, which 
represents public finance officials throughout the 
United States and Canada. 
     The Certificate was awarded for NID’s 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) that 
met the criteria of being organized, easily readable, 
and it exceeded both accounting principles and 
legal requirements. 
     “This is no small feat to earn this award, as the 
review process is quite rigorous. As well, the 
preparation of the annual CAFR to prepare for this 
review is equally intense,” said NID Controller 
Debbie Martin.   
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NID News Briefs 
 

Community tour showcases NID’s Forestry 
Project at Scotts Flat Reservoir  
The NID Watershed team led an April 17 community tour of 
all of the work being done on District property around the 
reservoir to reduce fire fuels and protect against wildfire. 
     In its third year, the healthy forest project at Scotts Flat 
Campground addresses many factors that affect wildfire risk, 
watershed and forest health, and long-term water security. 
The two-hour tour was featured as part of Know Your 
Watershed month.  
     The Scotts Flat Fire Fuels Reduction and Healthy Forest 
Project is in partnership with the Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
and CAL FIRE. Projects like this one within the Deer Creek 
sub-watershed will restore and maintain healthy, fire-
resilient landscapes, while protecting water supply and 
quality in central Nevada County.  
 
NID supports the Nevada County STEAM Expo 
NID was a sponsor of role in the annual Nevada County 
STEAM Expo, which motivates students to take an interest in 
science, technology, engineering, art and math. The event 
was coordinated by the Nevada County Superintendent of 
Schools and held at the Nevada County Fairgrounds on April 
5-6. 
     On Friday, April 5, a team of NID employees judged 
student science projects. The District gave out 10 awards to 
recognize local youth that are working on and thinking about 
water resources, watershed health, and the environment. 
     On Saturday, April 6, NID hosted an information table in 
the “Career Exploration Wing” with fun activities and 
information to highlight employment opportunities for our 
local youth. The activities included a hands-on model of 
water system components and a hand-powered centrifuge 
that replicates the mercury removal process NID is using at 
Combie Reservoir during its award-winning sediment 
removal project (see p.1). 
 
Scotts Flat wins two “best of” awards  
 

Scotts Flat Reservoir has been voted best camping and best 
fishing spot in The Union Newspaper's annual “Best of 
Nevada County” awards competition. Scotts Flat also was 
voted runner-up for best boating location. 
     Every summer, about 60 seasonal employees join the 
Recreation Department’s nine full-time staff members to 
assist the 240,000-plus annual campers and boaters who 
visit NID campgrounds and reservoirs. 
     In total, NID operates and maintains 15 campgrounds, 
plus camping sites in the Jackson Meadows-Bowman Lake 
areas. 
     Read more about NID recreation here. 
 
 

Kayakers enjoy the serenity of morning on Scotts Flat 
Reservoir during 2018’s No Motor Day. Read more here. 
 

Jacqueline Longshore during a fish 
rescue at the Scotts Flat plunge pool. 

 

Save the Dates for Fun! 
 
Bring the family and join in these fun events 
at NID Reservoirs and Campgrounds: 
 
May 19: No Motor Day at Scotts Flat 
 
Sept. 14: Kid’s Triathlon at Orchard Springs 
 
Sept. 15: BSM (Barbara Schmidt Millar) 
Triathlon at Cascade Shores Boat Launch 
 

https://nidwater.com/recreation/
https://nidwater.com/2019/01/519-no-motor-day-at-scotts-flat/
https://nidwater.com/2019/01/519-no-motor-day-at-scotts-flat/
https://nidwater.com/2019/01/914-kids-triathlon-at-orchard-springs/
https://nidwater.com/2019/01/915-bsm-barbara-schmidt-millar-triathlon-at-cascade-shores-boat-launch/
https://nidwater.com/2019/01/915-bsm-barbara-schmidt-millar-triathlon-at-cascade-shores-boat-launch/
https://nidwater.com/2019/04/fourth-annual-mulch-magic-giveaway-set-for-may-11-come-and-get-it/


                                                                                                                       
 

NID and PCWA team up to protect the local water supply 
 
To safeguard a primary water delivery system to local communities, the Nevada Irrigation District (NID) and Placer County 
Water Agency (PCWA) are teaming up to study the long-term feasibility of jointly taking over ownership and/or operation of 
Pacific Gas & Electric’s (PG&E) extensive Drum-Spaulding Project. 
 
The Drum-Spaulding Project provides a vital supply to NID’s water conveyance system. The PG&E Drum-Spaulding Project 
and the NID Yuba-Bear Project operate under a Coordinated Operations Agreement in a highly organized, coordinated 
system. Both NID and PCWA are reliant on the continued operation of the Drum-Spaulding Project. 
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