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Staff Report   
for the Board of Directors Meeting of March 22, 2017 
 
TO:   Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Gary D. King, Engineering Manager 
   Neysa King, Watershed Resources Planner 
       
DATE:  March 15, 2017 
  
SUBJECT: Hemphill Diversion Facility – Proposed Studies as 

outlined in the attached grant (FATR# 7032) 
ENGINEERING 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt Resolution No. 2017-XX (Approving a grant agreement and associated 
paperwork) for studies related to the Hemphill Diversion modification or 
replacement as reviewed as an informational item in the Engineering Committee 
on January 17, 2017.    
 
BACKGROUND:     
The District is working on developing a project to either modify or replace the 
Hemphill Diversion facility. As part of this project, the District has requested a grant 
from California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to study fish and other 
items within the project area. The grant agreement outlines the items to be 
evaluated as part of our ongoing project assessment and alternative development 
for the existing diversion facility.  
 
The grant agreement and scope have been reviewed by staff and legal counsel. 
Both believe it will assist with a further understanding of the site and identification 
of a preferred alternative as we move forward. Currently, the District is under 
contract for further study of Options 4 and 5 from the recent Kleinschmidt report. If 
either Option 4 or 5 is viable, the District will finalize design; proceed with California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) studies and possible National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) studies, permitting, and then construction of the facility. After the 
new facility is placed in service, then the District will look at the abandonment of 
the existing diversion facility.  
 
If we use Option 4, 5, or modify the facility, the data, and information from this 
grant study will be beneficial to project.   
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If Options 4 and 5 are not feasible, the District will pursue modifying of the existing 
Hemphill Facility in order to improve fish passage. If we modify the facility, then we 
would need to develop and select a modification and proceed with CEQA, NEPA, 
permitting, and then construction.   
 
Currently, District staff issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for fish studies and 
water quality studies as outlined in the grant contract Objectives 3, 4, & 5. The 
proposals for this RFP are due on March 31, 2017.  
 
Staff and legal counsel have reviewed the grant agreement and it is recommended 
approval by the Board of Directors.   
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT: 
This is a multiyear project with total grant value is $295,127, with $177,042 of the 
grant funds from California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Proposition 1 
Grant Program and $118,085 from the Applicant (NID). The Applicant funds can be 
in-kind funds such as employee labor and equipment.  
 
Currently, there is $100,000 budgeted in 2017 Administration Budget for work on 
the Hemphill facility that can be used for the first year of the grant funded studies 
as needed. These funds are not committed at this time.  
GDK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 3 - 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVING A GRANT AGREEMENT FOR  
THE AUBURN RAVINE – HEMPHILL DIVERSION  

(PROPOSITION 1) UNDER THE WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2014 

 
 WHEREAS, the Legislature and Governor of the State of California have 
provided funds for The CDFW Watershed Restoration Grants Branch; and 
 

WHEREAS, The CDFW Watershed Restoration Grants Branch has been 
delegated the responsibility for the administration of a portion of these funds 
through a local assistance grants program, establishing necessary procedures; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, said procedures established by CDFW Watershed Restoration 
Grants Branch require a resolution certifying the approval of application(s) by the 
governing board of each applicant before submission of said application(s); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Nevada Irrigation District (the “District”) has identified the 

Auburn Ravine – Hemphill Diversion Assessment – Phase 2 (the “Project”) as 
valuable toward meeting its mission and goals. 
 
 WHEREAS, the District has submitted an application to The CDFW 
Watershed Restoration Grants Branch for the Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, the District, will enter into an agreement with The CDFW 
Watershed Restoration Grants Branch to carry out the Project; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the 
Nevada Irrigation District that it does find as follows: 
 

1. The above recitals are true and correct. 
 

2. Approves the grant agreement for the Project. 
 
3. Certifies that District understands the assurances and certification 

requirements in the application. 
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Resolution No. 2017-____ 
 
 

 
4. Certifies that District will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain 

the resource(s) consistent with the long-term benefits described in 
support of the application; or will secure the resources to do so. 

 
5. Certifies that District will comply with all legal requirements as 

determined during the application process. 
 
6. Appoints its General Manager, or designee, as an agent to conduct all 

negotiations, execute and submit all documents, including but not limited 
to: applications, agreements, payment requests, and so on, which may 
be necessary for the completion of the aforementioned project(s). 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Nevada Irrigation 
District at a regular meeting held on the _____ day of __________, 2017, by the 
following vote: 
 
 AYES:   
 
 NOES:  
 
 ABSENT:  
 
 ABSTAINS:  
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      President of the Board of Directors 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Board Secretary 
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